
REAL ID Extended 
to May 7, 2025

The Department of Homeland Security 
extended the REAL ID deadline to May 7, 
2025. The REAL ID Act established min-
imum security standards for state-issued 
driver’s licenses and identification cards and 
prohibits Federal agencies from accepting 
for official purposes licenses and iden-
tification cards from states that do not 
meet these standards. Beginning May 7, 
2025, every state and territory resident will need to present a REAL 
ID compliant license/ID, or another acceptable form of ID for board-
ing commercial aircraft, accessing Federal facilities and entering 
nuclear plants. The Transportation Security Administration (TSA) 
considers a current passport or military ID acceptable identifica-
tion for boarding an aircraft. For more information on New York’s 
REAL ID-compliant license, visit dmv.ny.gov.

Get Peace of Mind with Automatic Renewal
AAA Auto Pay is the convenient way to pay your membership dues! 

There are no checks to write, no stamps to buy, no late payments and 
no risk of having your membership lapse. Choose AAA Auto Pay and your 
membership dues will be automatically charged to your credit card, debit 
card, or checking account each year. When you enroll using your credit 
or debit card, your account will be charged seven business days prior to 
the membership expiration date. Enroll by using your checking account 
and your account will be charged one day in advance of the expiration 
date. To learn more or enroll in AAA’s Auto Pay Program, call 1-800-
441-5008 or visit your local AAA branch office. To sign up online, log in 
to your membership account at AAA.com and select “Enroll” in the Bill.
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SEE PAGE 3

Find Lower Gas Prices with Auto Club app
Eager to find the lowest gas prices in your location? AAA’s Auto Club app 

can help you save time and money by comparing prices of the nearest gas 
stations. The Auto Club app also goes beyond finding the lowest fuel prices. 
Members can use it to request roadside assistance, book travel reservations 
for flight, car rental, hotel, or cruise, and much more. To get the app, text 
APP10 to 86792 and you will receive a link to download it.

AAA Members Save More at Shell
The Fuel Rewards® Program is all about one thing: providing real, 

immediate savings on something you use all the time — fuel. AAA Members 
get automatic Gold Status and save 30¢/gal on their first fill-up at Shell 
when they join the Fuel Rewards® program by 12/31/23 and make their 
first transaction within 30/days of joining. After that, save 5¢/gal every 
day on each individual fill-up of up to 20 gallons from participating 
Shell stations.

VISIT PORTUGAL AND ALL IT HAS TO OFFER
Visit Portugal & It’s Islands fea-
turing Sintra, Azores & Madeira 
Islands. Experience the best of 
Portugal as you explore its cap-
ital city, coastal villages, and 
remote islands. It’s a trip des-
tined to lessen your bucket list 
and create lasting memories. 

Turn to page 9 for more information.
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Winter-driving season is most 
challenging to our nerves, 
vehicles and skills. The 
scenario is too familiar. 

Temperatures drop, snow falls and ice 
forms. It’s a losing trifecta.

Slippery roads cause many of us to 
shudder behind the wheel. Our famil-
iar commutes just became a treacherous 
nightmare. 

Snow and ice, meanwhile, aren’t 
the only culprits. Fewer hours of day-
light obscure our vision and the sun’s 
glare reflecting off the snow can have a 
blinding effect.

Rapidly changing weather conditions 
make it essential drivers remain alert and 
vigilant. Here are 10 winter-driving tips to 
help make the experience safer and less 
stressful:
	 •	 Monitor weather and travel condi-

tions. Know the difference between 
a Winter Storm Watch and Winter 
Weather Advisory, and how they 
could impact your plans. 

	 •	 Think cautiously if you must drive in 
wintry conditions. Make sure your 
fuel tank is full. Clear all snow from 
the hood, roof, windows and lights 
of your vehicle. Clear windows of 
fog before driving. Make sure the 
windshield-wiper fluid is full and 
wipers are in good condition. 

	 •	 Not all vehicles respond similarly 
to icy, slippery roads. Familiarize 
yourself with the vehicle’s braking 

system, tire tractions and all-wheel-
drive systems. Avoid using cruise 
control in wintry conditions.

	 •	 Don’t panic if your vehicle becomes 
trapped in a storm or snowbank. 
Avoid overexertion and exposure 
and stay in the vehicle. Run the 
motor sparingly and keep fresh air 
in the vehicle. Stay moving and 
don’t fall asleep. Stay alert for traffic 
and first-responders.

	 •	 Try to avoid secondary roads and 
drive with caution. Measure your 
speed to road and weather condi-
tions. Avoid passing other vehicles 
when road conditions are at their 
worst. Bridges, ramps and overpass-
es freeze first.

	 •	 Plan your route and make sure 
someone knows which way you 
will be traveling, your destination 
and expected arrival time, especially 
when driving long distances. Report 
a safe arrival.

	 •	 Leave room for maintenance vehi-
cles and plows. Remain at least 200 
feet behind them.

	 •	 Carry a winter-survival kit in the 
trunk or storage area of your vehicle. 
Fully charge your cell phone; and 
always keep a road map, flashlight, 
first-aid kit, blanket and shovel in 
your vehicle.

	 •	 And most importantly, drive slowly. 
Take your time. The posted speed 
limits are meant for dry pavement.

“O K, let’s play the 
Feud.”

Timeless words 
by former “Family 

Feud” host Richard Dawson. The 
famous game show has been 
running for nearly five decades. 
It’s also has found a niche on 
Carnival Cruise ships. 

Family Feud Live™ – a guest-fa-
vorite on Carnival’s Celebration 
and Mardi Gras ships – will be 
added to a dozen more ships by 
fall of this year.

“Family Feud Live  is such a 
fun and unique entertainment 
option because guests get into 
the action and participate in the 
same way they’ve watched the 
game played on TV,” said Chris 
Nelson, vice president of enter-
tainment for Carnival Cruise 
Line. “Building on its popularity 
by bringing it to more ships will 
ensure that more of our guests 
get to experience the fun and 
friendly competition of  Family 
Feud Live.”

Carnival Visita will include the 
popular game show by September 
16, and Carnival Legend will 
debut it September 30. Guests 
sailing Carnival Pride will com-

pete when the ship debuts 
November 19. Carnival Miracle 
and Carnival Jubilee guests will 
on December 14 and December 
23 – the latter’s inaugural sailing 
from Galveston, Texas.

Family Feud Live will expand to 
Carnival Liberty on May 26, with 
Carnival Luminosa introducing 
the game show June 20. The final 
three ships to feature Family Feud 
Live  will be Carnival Spirit on 
July 23, Carnival Magic on Aug. 
18 and Carnival Dream on Oct. 5.

Carnival became the first 
cruise line to debut  Family 
Feud Live  at sea when  Mardi 
Gras  entered service in 2021. 
Through an exclusive partner-
ship with Fremantle,  Family 
Feud Live  features the same for-
mat as the iconic TV show. Two 
five-person teams battle it out 
in three rounds of game play 
and then the Fast Money round 
by naming the most popular 
answers to survey questions for a 
chance to win prizes.

To learn more about booking 
a Carnival cruise, visit your local 
AAA branch office to meet with a 
travel advisor or visit AAA.com/
Travel.

Winter driving puts 
your skills to the test

Charging EVs in cold 
requires preparation
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AAA DIRECTORY AAA BRANCH OFFICE LOCATIONS

INTERNET WEB SITE: www.AAA.com

AAA MEMBER SERVICES • ADDRESS CHANGE 
triptiks, maps, license 

412-363-5100 or 1-800-441-5008

APPROVED AUTO REPAIR

412-365-7411 or 1-800-233-9733

EMERGENCY ROAD SERVICE

412-362-1900 or 1-800-222-4357

EXPRESS TRAVEL RESERVATIONS

airline tickets, tours, cruises, rental cars

412-363-7283 or 1-800-354-8761

INSURANCE SERVICES: 1-800-207-7947

MEDIA RELATIONS: 412-365-7274

SAFETY: 412-365-7211

Altoona  
1634 Valley View Blvd 
814-946-1277

Butler 
138 Clearview Circle 
724-287-2713

Cranberry 
The Village Shoppes 
724-772-1122

Erie 
6660 Peach St. Unit #2 
814-866-0246

Franklin 
491 Allegheny Blvd, Suite 200 
814-432-3960

Greensburg 
Eastgate Shopping Center 
724-834-8300

Hermitage 
1749 E. State St. 
724-981-9141

Indiana 
1169 Wayne Ave. 
724-349-4193

Jamestown 
111 W. Fifth St., Jamestown, N.Y 
716-488-1981

Lewisburg 
530 1/2 North Derr Drive 
570-524-7455

Lockport 
7135 Rochester Rd, Lockport, NY. 
716-434-2865

Meadville 
18939 Park Avenue Plaza Unit #7 
814-724-2247

New Castle 
40 East St. 
724-658-8551

New Kensington/Lower Burrell 
Crossroads Plaza 
724-339-4440

Pittsburgh–East Liberty/Shadyside 
5900 Baum Blvd. 
412-365-7196

Pittsburgh–Monroeville 
2725 Mosside Blvd. 
412-858-4640

Pittsburgh–North Hills Area (Ross 
Township) 
4790 McKnight Rd. 
412-367-7600

Pittsburgh–Pleasant Hills Area 
9 Clairton Blvd. (Rt. 51) 
412-655-6100

Pittsburgh–Robinson Township 
Robinson Town Centre 
412-809-2800

Pittsburgh–South Hills Area 
(Bethel Park) 
160 Ft. Couch Rd. 
412-833-5203

Rochester 
300 Adams St. 
24-775-8000

Somerset 
110 N. Center Ave. 
814-443-6526

Sunbury 
1001 Market Street. 
570-286-4507

Uniontown  
Fayette Crossing Shopping Ctr. 
724-438-8575

Warren 
2285 Market St. 
814-723-6660

Washington 
196 Murtland Ave. 
724-222-3800

Wexford-Wexford Plaza 
10548 Perry Highway 
724-933-3000

White Oak/McKeesport Area 
Oak Park Mall 
412-675-3400

FREE JUNIOR 
ASSOCIATES

Priceless Protection for Teens
If your teen has reached driving 

age, don’t let them go it alone. AAA 
members can extend their AAA cov-
erage for dependents age 16 to 18, 
with a free Junior Associate member-
ship. They’ll carry their very own AAA 
card, and are entitled to AAA bene-
fits and services including 24/7 road-
side assistance, exclusive savings at 
AAA Discounts & Rewards, AAA Mobile 
solutions and more. Members can add 
Junior Associates by calling or visiting 
their local AAA office or, by clicking on 
AAA.com/JuniorAssociate. (All Associate 
Members must reside at the Primary Member’s 
address, and proof of age may be required).

Note: Free Junior Associates are not available with the Monthly Dues Option.

Niagara-Orleans
Official publication of 

Niagara-Orleans Region of AAA East Central
Published bi-monthly by AAA East Central
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Lockport, NY 14094
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Membership dues. All others: $2/year.
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From Where I Sit
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Don’t let size fool you. 
Sometimes, the best things 
in life come in small pack-
ages.

Red Rock Scenic Byway is one of 
those treats. The Arizona highway is 
7.5 miles in length and takes advan-
tage of every inch. What it lacks in 
length, it more than compensates for 
it in sights, beauty and adventures. 

Located off Interstate 17 and 40 
miles south of Flagstaff, the high-
way is considered an entrance to the 
worldly renowned Red Rock Country 
of Sedona. Rock formations light 
up the surroundings. Their unique 
shapes and sizes blend perfectly 
with the environment and can’t be 
ignored, leading many visitors to 
spend hours absorbing all it has to 
offer.

Red Rock Scenic Byway became 
Arizona’s first All-American Road in 
2005, which means it’s a national 
“destination unto itself.” Once you 
rent a vehicle, you’ll quickly learn 
that driving is merely a means of 
transportation. You can stop, stroll, 
hike, bike, golf, shop, dine, stay … Do 
just about anything.

It will pique your curiosities and 
spark your senses. Tranquility might 
be an option, but it’s unlikely to be 
a priority. Upon first glance, this 

natural attraction will immediately 
grab your attention.

The byway winds through the 
charming Village of Oak Creek and is 
home to three of Sedona’s finest golf 
courses and two of its most famous 
and magnificent vortexes – Bell 
Rock and Cathedral Rock. It twists 
through the evergreen pinion-cov-
ered Coconino National Forest, with 
several scenic pullouts. 

It also winds through fascinating 
prehistoric Red Rocks. Nearby park-
ing is available and hiking and biking 
trails.

Don’t forget your smartphone. 
There are a many opportunities to 
take photos. The majestic landscape 
may burnish your memory, but the 
opportunity to photograph it will 
keep you in awe.

Astonishing hues of improbable 

splendor coat the natural features 
of the high desert and ancient red 
rocks that tower from all directions, 
offering breathtaking moments you 
won’t soon forget. You might need 
to remind yourself this isn’t a dream; 
it’s reality.

Little Horse Trail is a stunning, 
three-mile hike that offers the oppor-
tunity to explore not only the amaz-
ing rock formations but a diverse 
array of plant life. The path features 
shady spots under the dwarfed and 
crooked trees.

Bell Rock Pathway is nearly four 
miles and allows you to enjoy views 
of Bell Rock, Courthouse Butte and 
a number of other rock formations. 
It also is a popular spot for mountain 
bikers. Guests can rent bicycles and 
breeze through the territory.

Cathedral Rock is a sandstone 
butte on the Sedona skyline and it’s 
one of the most photographed sights 
in Arizona. Located on O’Beyond 
Road, it rises nearly 5,000 feet and is 
best witnessed at sunset, when sun-
light reflects off its naturally designed 
exterior.

Red Rock Scenic Byway sits in a 
class by itself, and it shouldn’t be any 
other way. Few roads in the U.S. could 
possibly offer so much adventure in 
so little distance.

Nissan understands the con-
cept of preparing for the 
future of electric vehicles. 
The automaker recently 

unveiled the Hyper Tourer, the third 
in its series of EV concepts.

The all-electric minivan focus-
es on nurturing and reinforcing the 
bond between people as they journey 
together. The vehicle is geared toward 
individuals who appreciate the finer 
things in life and enjoy the company 
of friends and associates, whether on 
a road trip or business.

Hyper Tourer combines the essence 
of hospitality with various advanced 
technologies, including autono-
mous driving. The V2X (Vehicle-
to-Everything) functionality and 
high-capacity battery also allow elec-
tricity to be supplied to homes, stores 
and offices while traveling on various 
business occasions.

The exterior conveys a sense of 
comfort and is composed of smooth 
body panels and sharp character lines 
that demonstrate traditional beauty. 
It’s imposing appearance harmonizes 
with the surrounding landscape. The 
sides flow diagonally from front to 
rear fender for higher aerodynamic 
performance and the impression of 
the smooth drive resulting from a 
combination of EV and autonomous 

drive.
The white waistline serves as a 

headlight and signature lamp, and 
the wheels and soft, straight body 
line create a premium feel beyond the 
concept’s class.

Nissan EV technology Vision 
makes the vehicle’s spacious interi-
or possible and consolidates compact 
components and high-energy den-
sity all-solid-state batteries to create 

innovative car packaging. The result 
is an ultra-low center of gravity, which 
when combined with the vehicle’s 
advanced e-4ORCE all-wheel control 
system produces smooth and flat 
acceleration.

The overhead console and lighting 
feature patterns that create a sense 
of luxury and the flat LED panel in 
the floor displays imagery of a river-
bed and the sky, helping to create a 

relaxing space where digital and 
nature are fused.

Fully autonomous driving enables 
those in the driver’s seat to focus on 
interacting with their travel com-
panions. The front seats swivel 360 
degrees, allowing front- and rear-seat 
passengers to have face-to-face dis-
cussions. Rear-seat passengers can use 
a wearable display to view and oper-
ate the navigation and audio on the 
front-seat center display, creating a 
sense of unity among all occupants. 

Also, an innovative AI system can 
monitor your biometric signs, includ-
ing brain waves, heart rate, breath-
ing and perspiration. Passengers can 
automatically select complementary 
music and adjust the lighting to fit 
the mood.

Nissan’s Hyper Tourer concept 
re-envisions the group road trip by 
combining the comfort of a luxurious 
living room with the convenience of 
a passenger van – all contained in a 
stylish and futuristic package.

Driving never has seemed more 
relaxing. Sit back with your fellow 
passengers, begin conversing and let 
the vehicle do all the work. It doesn’t 
get much better.

Autonomous driving seems far-
fetched, but it might be closer to 
becoming reality than you think.

Tiny Arizona highway meets big expectations
Rock formations, other scenery define Red Rock Scenic Byway

Nissan concept future of premium mobilitye
Autonomous Hyper Tourer takes driving to new level

ROCK AND ROLL – Massive sandstone buttes will steal your attention on Red 
Rock Scenic Byway in Sedona, Arizona. Image: Austin. Adobe Stock.

NO HANDS – Nissan concept vehicle Hyper Tourer makes the future of 
autonomous driving seem like a flawless transition. Image: NewsPress USA.
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